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EXTEACTS FEOM THE DIAEY OP ANN WAEDBE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY SARAH CADBURT. 

(Concluded from Vol. XVII. p. 461.) 

9th mo. 21st. — At meeting a friend named Offley stood 
some time extraordinary ; — they here think him equal to 
William Savery, but I do not or any one I ever heard. 
After dinner, at home, we prepared for tea at Sally Rawle's ; 
called on Sister Hannah to accompany us, but she being not 
ready I called on two of her neighbors, which returns their 
visits at least for the present. We had a comfortable after- 
noon, Billy's sister Peggy Rawle met us, she has passed one 
meeting — the person full double her age though esteemed 
one of the first girls here. So thou see what a pitch they 
are got to for husbands in this country ; — I scarce ever saw 
such strange matches as some. 

9th mo. 22d. — After dinner prepared for a general ramble 
among my friends. First called on Hessy Fisher, who was 
rather unwell ; then to Abijah Dawes, where I saw Sally ; 
then to my much valued friend Sally Wain who was sitting 
very comfortably with Nicholas, who has not long returned 
from New England. After calling on Tommy Fisher went 
to James Pemberton's, whose wife has lately met with so 
severe loss in the death of Robert Morton. On the way 
home stopped at Uncle Head's, where was much company, 
and was given four bunches of grapes, with some of his 
best plums and peaches. I darned a place in my light 
calico gown torn some weeks ago, have had no time before 
to darn it, in which situation I have now a great heap of 
work that decreases very slowly through gossiping about, 
which is unavoidable without giving my kind friends 
offense, for the great number before I have got once around 
renders it necessary to begin again. It is a life I would not 
continue on any account, though here rather desirable, the 
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time, which without variety must appear much longer. It 
is a custom to visit here more than with us, and they de- 
stroy the social freedom of it by too much dressing. 

9th mo. 23d. — Just as we dined brother and sister Vaux 
came in, but the afternoon being wet prevented us going to 
cousin Richard's. Johnny treated me today with a very 
friendly satin, the general wear in this country for young 
women. 

9th mo. 24-th. — Yearly Meeting begins to-day. Owing to 
the abundance of preaching it did not leave out until near 
one o'clock, uncle Storer as usual standing up late. We 
dined at Nicholas Wain's in company with their sister and 
two public Friends, one I understood was a physician from 
the country. How would he look along side of one of ours 
— instead of a great bushy wig and other appendages, his 
dress was mean and humble. We attended the half past 
two meeting, and at six o'clock Market street, where it was 
estimated 3000 were present. 

9th mo. 26th. — At 10 o'clock went to the business meeting 
again. We dined at home — several of the Parkers from 
Darby, George and Rachel Valentine, Friend Baldwin, Ruth 
Rutter, Debby Williams, and several others. At 3 o'clock 
went to meeting again. Sammy Emlen came in and began 
in public testimony — that he met some girls walking the 
streets and asked after their families and was told " they are 
pretty well, thank yon." This introduced some close doc- 
trine respecting not keeping to the plain language, which 
indeed it seems as if the young folks have almost forgotten 
here. In the afternoon with Lydia Parker walked to 
George Emlen's where I met sister Suky and Peggy How- 
ell, and after tea Hannah Fisher, Caleb and Polly Emlen 
came in, and we spent a very pleasant evening. On the' 
way home looked at Bingham's new house which causes 
much talk here being upon a new plan, but very ungenteel 
I think, as it much resembles some of our heavy public 
buildings — bow windows back and front, with figures of 
stucco work. 

9th mo. 27th. — Sister Vaux and myself dined with friend 
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Pleasants. At three went to meeting of business in which 
very little was done — the men rather keeping what they 
have back, least the women should finish and take some of 
their husbands out of town. 

9th mo. 29th. — At meeting friend Nicholas Wain stood up 
and reprobated with much solemnity the practice of young 
people being suffered to intermix with improper company, 
which indeed is carried to an abominable extent in some 
parts of the country. Sister Vaux, Sally Parker, and 
myself went to Richard Vaux's to tea, where we met Sally 
Morris and my dear husband. Nancy is exceedingly free 
and sociable and has got the sweetest child I almost ever 
saw. Richard is an altered man, a very good husband, and 
does not assume the consequence he used to and does. not 
spend so much unnecessary time decorating his person ; 
they call him here a sloven, but I think this undeserved. 

10th mo. 8th. — "Went to Market street meeting which was 
very thin. Johnny and myself drank tea with Margaret 
Haines, Nancy Emlen and two friends, and went from there 
to evening meeting, which was very large. The women to- 
day commenced to wear winter clothing, though to me it is 
far from being cold. I however, put on a cloak not to appear 
singular, for some had long ones down to their toes, but no 
hoods, a lay down collar instead which would look very dis- 
agreeable to me but for the cape to their bonnet hiding the 
neck. Blacks are more worn here than with us — no browns 
except cloth. 

10th mo. 9th. — After dinner Lydia, Sally and Becky and 
myself were conducted by my husband, Jerry Parker and 
Dr. Parke to the public library, which is an humble imita- 
tion of our British Museum. However, there were some 
things I was much pleased with, remarkable snakeskins and 
a medal of "William Penn ; we also viewed the books of 
paintings and other curiosities. From there we proceeded 
\o the Hospital, which is chiefly inhabited by lunatics in 
cells on the lower floor of the house. The door-keeper is 
rather a curious character ; he was a Friend and it is thought 
religion turned his brain. We next went to the Workhouse 



54 Extracts from the Diary of Ann Warder. 

which is an elegant building. It reminded me of Shore- 
ditch, but far superior, though the war prevented its being 
half completed. Sally Emlen and her sister, and Tommy 
Fisher and wife called this evening. 

10th mo. 18th. — Prepared for a visit to Friend Norris, 
Sally and Lydia to accompany me. Isaac her oldest son 
recently returned from France, where he commenced Ro- 
man Catholic, which makes much talk here. His mother 
much of the gentlewoman but very deaf. They have a 
noble house and beautiful garden, which are rare in this 
city, and I know of no other except Chew's. After leaving 
there we called on George Emlen who has gout in the 
throat. 

[From Tenth month 20 to 26 the diarist was attending 
Shrewsbury Meeting.] 

11th mo. 4-th. — Early in the forenoon Cousin Nelly Parker 
and self went shopping and visiting — called at Tommy 
Fisher's, Nicholas "Wain's and Hessy Fisher's, which nearly 
finished the morning and we had only time before dinner to 
go to Richard Vaux's for some purple gloves. He has a 
very neat store much like our wholesale warehouses, only it 
contains a greater variety of goods. 

11th mo. 5th. — "Went to Market street meeting where Job 
Scott appeared with several others. Dined with brother 
Vaux at Billy Morris's on venison, the first I have eaten 
here, which I think preferable to ours, as the flavor is 
milder. At two attended meeting again where Daniel 
Offley held forth, and afterwards attended home Polly "Wis- 
ter, who is a daughter of our friend "Wain's, lately married 
to Casper Wister's brother. 

11th mo. 6th. — Cousin Lydia and myself drank tea with 
Sally Emlen's sister Hannah and Polly Fishbourne, and 
Betsy Wharton who with a cousin of theirs all live together 
in a pretty house which communicates with George's. 
Polly is soon to be united with D r Griffith. Jonathan Mif- 
flin, a young widower and Sally Emlen made up our com- 
pany. Had a good supper of oysters, in that freedom which 
we only feel when at home. 
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11th mo. 8th. — We dined with Anne Giles, daughter to 
friend Clifford, her father and mother, with Tommy, John 
and wife, and brother and sister Warder. First rock fish, 
next mock turtle, ducks, ham and boiled turkey, with 
plenty of vegetables, and after these were removed, we had 
floating island, several kinds of pies with oranges and pre- 
serves. When we were well satisfied, left the men to their 
pipes and went up stairs to our chat, which related to appa- 
ritions, visions, and such strange things as I was hardly 
qualified to give my sentiments upon when asked. What 
the eye has never seen its hard sometimes to believe. 

11th mo. 9th. — It being week day meeting we both at- 
tended. A marriage took place — the man a singular char- 
acter, very plain and yet a great beau. It is said that he 
inquired for something finer than cambric for his wedding 
shirt and actually bought some of about 15s. a yard for col- 
lar and wristbands. Dined at James Pemberton's with 
uncle Storer and a young man lately from the West Indies 
named Thornton, who is eminent for his great understand- 
ing, being an author, and travelling now for information to 
publish a new book. 

11th mo. 10th. — This morning most of the family busy pre- 
paring for a great dinner, two green turtles having been 
sent by Forbes & Stevens, of New Providence, to Johnny 
and to the firm. We concluded to dress them both together 
here and invited the whole family in. Aunt and uncle 
Hootton, uncle and aunt Baker, Uncle Head, Aunt Emlen, 
brother Jerry and wife, Caleb and wife, Billy Morris and 
wife, Jimmy Vaux and friend Sykes. We had a black 
woman to cook and an elegant entertainment it was — having 
three tureens of soup, the two shells baked besides several 
dishes of stew, with boned turkey, roast ducks, veal and 
beef. After these were removed the table was filled with 
two kinds of jellies, and various kinds of puddings, pies 
and preserves ; and then almonds, raisins, nuts, apples and 
oranges. Twenty-four sat down at the table. I admired 
the activity of the lusty cook, who prepared everything her- 
self, and charged for a day and a half but three dollars. 
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11th mo. 27th. — My husband passed a restless night [with 
gout] ; I had waited on him closely all day. "While I was 
down stairs a sweet looking young woman called to see the 
girls, who in a few days is to be married out of the Society 
to the great D r Hutchinson, many years older than herself 
and a widower with one son. Evident it is here that girls 
feel the scarcity of men or they would not sacrifice them- 
selves. Johnny Head and Elliston Perot drank tea with us, 
in the evening George and Sally Emlen, Sammy Fisher and 
others called. 

11th mo. 28th. — The bells early this morning sounding a 
solemn warning, which for deaths or burials they do by 
ringing them muffled. Conversing with William Back- 
house I was much surprised to learn that the greatly talked 
of and much admired Dr. Thornton is a relative of my hus- 
band's, — little did I think so when I was in his company 
recently. Uncle Head and Billy and Sally Morris spent the 
evening with us. Sally had sent me for supper six of such 
oysters thou cans't form no idea of, two of them were suffi- 
cient for me. 

11th mo. 29th. — We had several callers, among them 
Phineas Bond, who had just arrived from England. Capt. 
Huxley who arrived a few days since from Liverpool, took 
tea with us. 

11th mo. SOth. — My dear husband had a better night, but 
is still unable to help himself. Uncle Head and D r Parke 
drank tea in Johnny's room, after which Polly Beveridge 
called and sat with us. 

12th mo. 2d. — Our family reduced by Billy Parker going 
to Vaux Hill with brother James. D r Parke called. Jerry, 
Lydia and Sally invited to dine with D r Hutchinson and 
wife, which as they had been married by a priest would be 
hardly orthodox with us, but here much too many make no 
distinction, paying them just the same respect — calling the 
first three mornings to drink punch with the groom and the 
next week drinking tea with the bride. I think the evil 
consequences of mixed marriages are reduced in the view 
of some young minds, who perhaps become entangled in 
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this improper way at some of these places. They had a 
large company and superb entertainment. In the evening 

sister M came in when we had a long conversation on 

this subject, to which dress was introduced, when I warmly 
reprobated the too general practice of people here making 
such figures in the morning and when out such a show you 
scarcely know them. This being exactly her case ; she pre- 
tended as an excuse, that it was very extravagant wearing 
long gowns to go about the house. I told her if my hus- 
band's circumstances would not afford me a good long 
gown, I had rather wear a common worsted one always, 
than like her sit at home not fit to be seen by man some- 
times, and when out a Duchess could not be finer. She find- 
ing the whole company against her, the subject closed — my 
husband never goes to the house without giving her a rub. 
She wanted to retort upon Sally Morris, who she said 
dressed more than anybody. 

12th mo. 3rd. — First day morning, weather cold, and my- 
self scarcely stout enough to venture out ; my dear husband 
more comfortable. After meeting Sally Fisher, Sally "Wain 
and Nancy Emlen called to see us — the latter remained 
and supped on mush with Johnny. Her innocent sim- 
plicity with good understanding makes her company very 
pleasing. 

12th mo. 4th. — Johnny has had a good deal of pain. Ellis- 
ton Perot, D r Parke, Friend Pleasants and Molly Warder 
were all our company today. The weather bad, a great fall 
of snow. 

12th mo. 5th. — My dear husband somewhat mended. The 
weather continues bad — some sleighs drove past the house 
which looked curious to me. 

12th mo. 6th. — My best beloved able to walk with a little 
assistance to the window. Little Billy Morris last night 
had convulsions and continued in them for several hours, 
but today he is recovering fast. The cause proved to be 
from eating too many raw cranberries, many of which he 
swallowed whole. People here are not half attentive to 
children's food, they eat too many high seasoned and rich 
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things themselves and the dear habes partake with them. 
After dinner Jerry Parker took Sally, Lydia, with myself 
and son, out sleighing, which I found much more agreeable 
than expected. "We met several parties starting out as we 
returned. This pastime is abused ; large parties collect and 
riotly go together to taverns where they sup and return at 
all hours of the night. 

12th mo. 21st. — On coming home to dinner found sister Mor- 
ris had desired my company to dinner, therefore went there 
and dined on nice partridge pie, soon after which Lydia 
and I went out shopping. I had better success than on a 
former occasion — wanting a piece of purple ribbon to let 
out a mitt, went to fifteen shops before obtaining it. Bought 
silk for a new light bonnet, gloves and Barcelona handker- 
chiefs, having an intimation that we were to be invited to 
Elliston Perot's wedding, and I may also want them to pay 
visits to several brides. 

12th mo. 25th. — Our Christmas dinner consisted of a fine 
saddle of venison, with other things. 

1787. 

1 mo. 5th. — Went to sister Morris's with mother and Lydia 
and remained to tea and supper. We had terrapin, a small 
kind of turtle, so much resembling toads, that I could not 
eat it, though Billy and Sally enjoyed it as the greatest 
dainty. I learned that D r Wister had arrived at New York, 
by whom I expect to receive letters. 

1 mo. 6th.- — Heard that D r Wister lodged last night at Bristol. 
During the night our kitchen was robbed of various things 
ironed and left to dry — bow provoking. After tea we were 
surprised by a visit from D T Wister, whose joy in seeing me 
was as great as my gratitude for his early call, knowing his 
many friends and especially his fair one, were anxious for his 
company. He met my husband in New York and handed to 
him the letters he brought for me, as he expected he would 
reach home before he did. 

1 mo. 9th. — A dull wet morning and bad prospect for Ellis- 
ton Perot's wedding guests, however, having the use of 
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George Emlen's carriage, it was not of consequence to us. 
At the meeting house door met Richard and Nancy Vaux, 
— the former returned from Virginia last night after an 
absence of seven weeks. On entering found most of the 
wedding company present, among whom I sat. Cousin 
Betsy Roberts first said a few words, then honest Robert 
Willis, soon after which Betsy appeared in supplication 
and "William Savery followed with a long and fine testi- 
mony. The bride and groom performed, the latter exceed- 
ingly well, and the former very bad. Meeting closed early 
when the couple signed the certificate, the woman taking 
upon her her husband's name. We then proceeded to Ellis- 
ton's house but a short distance from the meeting, where 
about forty-eight friends were assembled. We were ushered 
up stairs, where cake and wine were served, and Joey San- 
som in helping with two decanters of Bitters, and glasses 
on a waiter, spilt the wine over his sister's wedding gar- 
ments, much to his embarrassment. The next disaster was, 
that some of the fresh paint ruined a number of gowns. 
At two o'clock we were summoned to dinner and all were 
seated at a horse-shoe shaped table except Cousin John 
Head, Jacob Downing and Billy Sansom, who were grooms- 
men and waited on us. The bridesmaids were Sally 
Drinker, her cousin Polly Drinker, and a young woman 
named Sykes. Jacob Downing has long courted Sally 
Drinker and it is now likely to be a match in the Spring 
report says — She is a cheerful, clever girl and he an agree- 
able young man. We had an abundant entertainment — 
almost every thing that the season produced. After dinner 
we adjourned up stairs, and chatted away the afternoon, the 
young folks innocently cheerful and the old ones not less 
so. Tea was made in another room and sent to us. At 
nine o'clock we were called to supper, after which the 
guests prepared to return to their homes. 

1 mo. 10th. — After breakfast I examined my clothes and 
spent near the whole forenoon in removing the paint of last 
night. Drank tea with the bride Polly Griffiths, where I 
met Polly Beveridge, Sally Fisher, Sally Emlen, D r Rush's 
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wife, D r Hall, George Fox, Polly Emlen, Sally "Wister, and 
Hannah Fisher. 

1 mo. 13th. — Before dinner I went to my husband's room 
and found him preparing to accompany his brother Jerry to 
his country place about fourteen miles from here, which dis- 
tressed me not a little. Nothing that I could say would 
prevail, he was determined and resolute, for with such a 
cold and exposing himself to the cutting cold wind, besides 
going into a damp house and bed, caused fear which I can- 
not express. After dinner visited friend Armat, who is 
rather an ancient widow, where I met Benedict Dorsey's 
wife, who related to me what Friends' situation was in the 
first settlement of this country ; when the men and women 
toiled together to clear the land, without being able to pro- 
cure what we esteem the common necessaries of life. One 
day a worthy woman returning from her labor to provide 
something for her own and companions' dinner, and remem- 
bering that she had not nor could obtain nothing but very 
ordinary bread sat down and wept. A favorite cat came to 
her repeatedly which induced her to follow her into the 
woods, where she found that the animal had killed a fine 
fat rabbit, on which all dined. 

1 mo. 16th. — Friend Wain, from the Jerseys and Friend 
Morton called to see me, the latter to engage us to dine with 
them on fifth day. Near tea time three young women named 
Wister called to see the girls, two of whom are counted 
remarkably sensible, but one I think knows it. One of 
them who was bridesmaid for Polly Griffiths is rather plain, 
but of fine understanding with easy manners, which her 
sisters want. They remained until eight o'clock when I 
returned to my letters. 

1 mo. 18th. — Sally Gilpin called and accompanied me to 
Friend Morton's, where were her sister Lewis, Hetty Eddy, 
Phebe Lewis, and George Eddy ; D r Wister and my hus- 
band and son soon joined us. D r Wister was exceedingly 
cheerful and full of gossip, keeping most of the company in 
a constant laugh. We enjoyed a free, sociable and pleasant 
visit. 
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& mo. 19th. — Called on Debby Morris, who though an old 
maid has had her portion of care and trouble, being seldom 
without some one at her house who requires much of her, 
among them that much to be lamented woman Betsy Gallo- 
way's mother, who in all probability fell a victim to disap- 
pointment and distress. When her husband was driven 
from this city, she was prevailed upon by her friends not to 
stir, with the hope this would prove the means of securing 
her property. But alas ! this was a mistaken idea, for the 
opposite party came and drove her out of her house by main 
force, she resolutely objecting to walk. A Friend having a 
carriage ready at the door took her to his house where she 
continued about three months and then came here. 

2 mo. 28th. [At Burlington, New Jersey.] — On our return 
to our quarters D r Wister called from his visit to Richard 
Wain's, whose poor wife is dangerously ill. He soon got 
into one of his talkative, merry moods, delighted in teasing 
me about the few beautiful women England has produced — 
he is blinded of course with love for Betty Marshall, so how 
could he think that a country that did not contain her 
agreeable. We sat together until eleven o'clock when he 
went to his lodgings. 

3 mo. 30th. — The convicts here have recently been con- 
demned to hard labor instead of execution, and now clean 
the streets. They have an iron collar around their neck 
and waist to which a long chain is fastened and at the end a 
heavy ball. As they proceed with their work this is taken 
up and thrown before them. Their clothing is a mixture of 
dark blue and brown stuff; their heads shaved ; they wear 
parti colored woolen caps, so that an attempt to escape 
would early be discovered. A guard accompanies each 
gang. At first the prisoners were much averse to this 
shameful exposure, and preferred death to it. Two things 
I think need regulating, suffering people to talk to them, 
and to prevent their receiving money. 

[Seventh month 26, 1787, the diarist left Philadelphia for 
New York to embark for England, and returned Tenth 
month 3, 1788.] 
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1788. 

10th mo. 5th. — Anxious to see my destined habitation, we 
arose and went before breakfast — It is just about half a mile 
from mother's ; too great a distance in some respects. The 
house pleased me, being exceedingly convenient, though 
larger than I wished, it having four rooms on a floor — 
Kitchen, counting house and two parlors on the first floor, 
eight bed rooms and two garrets. Many handy closets. A 
small yard and beyond it another with grass plot, good sta- 
ble and chaise house, so that I see every prospect of our being 
comfortable. Came home to dinner ; after tea Alithea and 
her husband called, and later William Savery to smoke a 
pipe with my beloved. 

10th mo. 9th. — Meeting morning. The marriage of Nancy 
Emlen is to be accomplished to Warner Mifflin, an eminent 
Friend, but yet apparently an unsuitable husband for her 
having five children, the oldest eighteen, and living eighty 
miles from here in an unhealthy part of the country. After 
signing our names we returned home and found George 
Eddy, D T Bush, the famous young man for cancers, who has 
performed wonderful cures, and George Hopkins, a son of 
Alderman Hopkins of London. 

10th mo. 11th. — Went to market at six o'clock to procure 
provisions towards housekeeping, which diverted my friends 
very much. The difference in the prices of things here 
and London is striking : the best pieces of beef 2Jd. per lb. ; 
Mutton, 18d. for a hindquarter. After breakfast purchased 
hand irons, to use for burning wood, all the chimneys being 
too low for stoves ; some glass ware &c. 

10th mo. Hth. — Arose early and sent off the balance of our 
things at mother's, and after breakfast went to our house. 
We had for dinner a rump of beef, apple pie and vegetables. 
My husband seemed to think he had not for a long time eat 
a sweeter morsel, and I also felt comfortable, but not so 
much so as hope to be when things are more settled. Only 
one bed up so the children had to sleep on the floor in the 
same room with us. Lydia and Sally Parker, John Skiron, 
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Patty Dearman, Uncle Baker and son Richard, and cousin 
John Head, called to see us. 

10th mo. 2M. — Went to market with my servant James. 
At supper we had George Russell, William Poyntell and 
wife, and at eleven we parted, quite an unseasonable hour 
for Philadelphia, ten o'clock being the time for all sober 
folks to be housed. 

10th mo. 24-th. — Sally and Becky Parker to breakfast. After 
dinner Abijah and Sally Daws with Friend Gilpin in their 
light wagon called to take my little ones a ride. When they 
returned Uncle Head and Phineas Bond called, the latter 
now considered a great man here. I apologised for being 
such a figure at that time of day, when he politely replied 
that he always thought a fine English woman a good figure. 
Susan and Priend Logan to supper. 

10th mo. 27th. — Today at dinner I entertained my fellow 
passengers. We had roast turkey, a tongue laid in mashed 
potatoes, whip'd sallybubs, oyster pie, boiled leg of pork, 
bread pudding and tarts. We had an early dish of tea for 
the old folks who left escorted by my husband. 



